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Scuola ItalianaFAQS

1. How did the school get started; how long has it beearound?

a. The school began in 2006 to provide language cassechildren. Since that time, it has

grown to include a preschool, adult classes, MoriniWe playgroup, and summer
camps.

The school’s mission is to promote the Italian laage and culture to children and adults
in a student-centered environment; nurturing reside, global citizens by providing
cross-cultural understanding and fostering a degpegiation for world civilizations that
intersect with the Italian culture.

Scuola Italianas a registered, 501(c)3 nonprofit and a partnén Wiregon Cultural
Trust.

2. Where are your classes located?

a. The school offers lessons at multiple locationsulghout the Portland metro area.
Current locations include: First United Methodistutch, downtown (adult classes); The
International School, downtown (children’s class€atlin Gabel School, five miles west
of downtown (children’s classes); Zimmerman Comrmu@ienter, NW Portland

(preschool & playgroup); and coming this fall, amlecation in Hillsboro will offer both
children’s and adult classes.

3. How much does it cost to take a class at your scH80

a. Tuition is $13 an hour for language classes andabilBour for preschool. An annual fee
of $150 per individual or $200 per family covers ttost of project materials, books,
cooking & art supplies, administrative costs, irsue, etc. Discounts are available;
families receive a 30% after the first full paidtitan and any students may receive a 5%
tuition discount for prepayment of the full yeattstion.

4. Can | visit a class before | enroll to make sure i for me?

a. Yes, the school provides one complimentary clasdltov students/parents to meet the
teacher and observe a class.

5. | have some experience already, how do | know in wdh class to enroll?

a. Placement tests are given to adults with prior lagg experience. Contact the
administrator ainfo@scuola.usnd a test will be sent to you.

The Italian School of Portland is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization: Tax ID # 20-5741162.




6. What's your student to teacher ratio?

a. A 4:1 student - teacher ratio is maintained in gnesl classes (ages 3 to 5 years); a 6:1
student - teacher ratio is maintained in the otihédren’s classes (ages 6 to 12 years).
The school brings in an assistant when enrollmec¢eds those numbers.

Adult classes typically average between four andtsidents to one teacher. There is no
formal ratio in place for adult classes as theyltenbe smaller in size than our children’s
classes.

7. Why should | choose your school?
a. There are many advantages to taking class8suatla Italiana di Portland

Adult class sizes are smaller than most collegesels, which provide ample opportunity
to interact with the teacher and fellow studermpeak the language, and ask plenty of
guestions during class time.

SinceScuola Italianas the only Italian language school for childrarPiortland metro,
students can meet other children in the local ete@ashare the same language; many a
good friend has been made in our children’s cldsédisof the children’s classes are age
appropriate and filled with engaging lessons theliude interactive games and songs,
crafts and other activities that support languaggisition in a fun and kid friendly
environment.

The Reggio Emilia approach, full immersipreschoolfosters children’s intellectual
development through multi-sensory, child direcesarhing. The low student - teacher
ratio and individualized attention students receiveughout the program makes it an
ideal environment for learning a second langualjeere are many excellent benefits to
raising a bilingual child including a child develog better problem solving skills and
achieving better overall school performance, amoagy other benefits. Also, the
earlier a child begins learning a second langutégemore likely it will be for him or her
to reach native-like fluency. For more about ragsa bilingual child, please visit our
website:.www.scuola.us/preschaol

Additionally, all teachers are native or nativeeffit. Each teacher brings authentic, real
life experience with them to every class. Jduola Italianait’s not just about teaching

the language, it's about helping students undedsitatian culture and how modern
Italians interact with one another in their dailyek. The goal is always to equip students
with the skills necessary to communicate comfoytattile in Italy.

8. Where are your administrative offices located?

a. As a small, growing school, it is important to kee@rhead costs low in order to invest
back into the school and maintain lower tuitiorcps. Scuola Italianas not a typical
brick and mortar school. Each board and staff memlork from home and space is
rented at each teaching location.

The Italian School of Portland is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization: Tax ID # 20-5741162.



